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Reviewed By KATHARINE S. FALK

Edward Adler's first novel, "Notes from a Dark Street", 
has earned him the right, I beilieve, to have his name be con 
sidered for inclusion among those of that growing corps of 
competent USA writers who are Jews.

That is not to say that the book is about Jews; it is not, 
although there are Jews in it. Nor am I saying that the 
book is pleasant to read; except 
for its technical skillfulness, it is 
not. What I am saying is that in

a very large 
measure the au 
thor lives up to 
the task he set 
for himself as 
stated in the 
quotation from 
Spengler with 
which he pre 
faces his book: 

Mrs.Falk "With all rigor 
I distinguish . . . the instantly 
actual from, the constantly pos 
sible." To accomplish this, I sub 
mit, is no small achievement.

No Formal Plot 
The "instantly actual" is chan- 

elled through the experience of 
the Jew, Bernard Yago, a would- 
be writer and one-legged veteran 
of the war, who lives on govern 
ment pension in one of the old 
apartment houses on the dark 
street.

A series of episodes which 
occur on various days of the 
several seasons of a year are 
reported in description and 
dialogue. The description is 
matter of fact but vivid. Sights, 
sounds, smells, physical char 
acteristics and sensations are 
concretely evoked.

The dialogue is swift and to the 
point, although the speech nuanc 
es of Irish and Jew, Italian and 
Puerto Rican and born-American 
are not all equally well caught. 
The whole flow, however, adds 
up to a sort of portfolio of unre- 
touched and unsentimental can 
did-camera snap-shots of "Slum 
Life, 1962."

The author succeeds very well 
in forcing the reader to recog 
nize this dark neighborhood as 
part of the social reality in which 
he himself lives.

Perceptive Content 
By never losing sight of the
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"constantly possible", our author 
gives perceptive content and 
meaning to the actual. Tho pov 
erty is ever-present and unlove 
ly; it is possible for acts of gen 
erosity to take place, even among 
the poorest of the poor.

Although loneliness is each 
one's lot, it is possible for love 
and spontaneous community 

action to span the gap of isola 
tion. And finally, tho death is 
a constant, it is possible to live 
life in hope and human dignity. 
These points are not inserted as 
sermons; they are seldom even 
verbalized, and then not too 
effectively.
Primarily, they are dealt with 

as an integral part of that slice 
of life which Adler chose to ex 
pose. It is for his ability to do this 
that he deserves our attention.

—————— Section One, Page 17
Brig. Qeneral Katz 
Leads In Algeria

PARIS (JTA)—A Jewish Brig 
adier General, Joseph Katz, was 
named as commanding officer for 
all French forces in the Oran 
district in Algeria.

General Katz, a Paris-born offi 
cer, was active in the French 
resistance movement during the 
Nazi occupation of France. He 
will now have the task of keep 
ing order in one of Algeria's 
most delicate areas, where Mos 
lems and Jews have met repeat 
edly in bloody clashes.

fo

THE JEWISH 
CHRONICLE

We extend our sincere
best wishes for a splendid 
future of service to our 
community.

We are confident that, within a short time, 

the Chronicle wili take its place among the 

great Jewish publications of America.
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