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Transcription: 
 
Eric Lidji: Today is September 10, 2015.  I’m Eric Lidji.  This is the Small Towns 
Jewish History Project and I’m talking to Nancy Ciccone. 
 
Nancy Ciccone: Nancy Moidel Ciccone. 
 
EL: Nancy Moidel Ciccone.  So first, would you spell your name? 
 
NC: The whole name? 
 
EL: The whole name. 
 
NC: N-A-N-C-Y, M-O-I-D-E-L, C-I-O-C-C-O-N-E. 
 
EL: And when were you born? 
 
NC: I was born June 29, 1950 in the Bronx, New York. 
 
EL: Oh, this puts a spin on things. So how did your family get to the Bronx? 
 
NC: My mother was from the Bronx. 
 
EL: Okay. 
 
NC: Born and raised in Manhattan.  My father was born and raised in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania.  And my father met my mother on a blind date, and they got married right 
after World War II. 
 
EL: Was it common for blind dates to be set up between Pittsburgh and New York? 
 
NC: I have no idea.  But he was with a, he was with a cousin.  A good friend, cousin, I’m 
not sure what she was, and he was going to meet somebody he already knew and my 
mother arranged, this friend’s date arranged for my mother to meet her boyfriend’s 
friend. 
 
EL: Huh.  What were your parents’ names? 
 
NC: My mother’s name is Muriel, and she’s ninety-five and a half. 
 
EL: What’s her maiden name? 
 
NC: Friedman. 
 
EL: Okay.  And your father? 
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NC: My father is Jerome Moidel, known as Jerry. 
 
EL: Okay.  So how long did you live in the Bronx? 
 
NC: Uh, we moved from there when I was a child, baby.  And they moved to Detroit and 
then to, my father was offered a business proposition by a relative of his in Aliquippa, 
Pennsylvania. 
 
EL: Do you remember the Bronx at all? 
 
NC: I’ve been back many times.  We’ve taken, during my parents’ lifetime, we took them 
back many times to show them where they once lived with my grandparents, in a little 
apartment on 180th Street between Audubon and Amsterdam Avenues. 
 
EL: But at the time, but you’re too young to remember?  You were too young. 
 
NC: I don’t, I have fleeting memories of being in the car and driving, but I was way too 
young.  My grandparents came to us in Aliquippa when I was seven years old because of 
their neighborhood had become quite dangerous and my grandmother died shortly 
afterwards and my grandfather lived with us until he was in his seventies. 
 
EL: So what was the business opportunity in Aliquippa? 
 
NC: My father was hired and given an opportunity to work for an aunt’s jewelry store. 
 
EL: A what? 
 
NC: Jewelry. 
 
EL: Okay. 
 
NC: And at that time Aliquippa… 
 
EL: Oh, an aunt’s. 
 
NC: An aunt’s, one of his mother’s sisters.  And when that didn’t work out so well he 
went across the street and down the block and opened his own business with two 
thousand dollars from my paternal grandfather and handshakes all around. 
 
EL: And what was that business? 
 
NC: Gem Jewelers. 
 
EL: Gem Jewelers.   
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NC: And it was jewelry, costume, fine jewelry, luggage, appliances, umbrellas.  And he 
started that store on Friday the 13th in 1956. 
 
EL: What are your memories of Aliquippa growing up?  Your earliest memories. 
 
NC: My earliest memories were wonderful.  It was a small, it was a big small town.  I 
walked to the local elementary school with my brother, my older brother Eddie, and 
walked home for lunch.  I went to Sunday school.  And it was, I had a wonderful 
childhood. 
 
EL: Tell me about your father, what was he like? 
 
NC: My father was, my father was terrific.  I came from a very Orthodox home. 
 
EL: Did he grow up in the Hill District? 
 
NC: He grew up in Hill District and in East End.  He was born in the Hill District at 
home, and he grew up in the East End.  And he came from a rather an Orthodox family, 
they lived with their, his zadie, his grandfather.  And he worked all through high school 
to help support his family.  So, unfortunately, he didn’t have a lot of time for afterschool 
sports, which he loved.  However he was a vendor at Forbes Field.  And that’s how he 
got in to see the baseball games.  He was a big Pirate fan, baseball, big sports fan.  And 
on Shabbat when he wasn’t allowed to be a vendor he would go to the park and sit next to 
somebody who was listening to the game on their radio so he could know what was 
happening. 
 
EL: Vendor like peanuts, or beer? 
 
NC: I don’t know exactly what he sold, whatever I guess was handed to him.  I don’t 
think he sold beer. 
 
EL: So was the ’60 World Series a big deal for him? 
 
NC: Oh, tremendous for my whole family.  My brother got to go and my mother, in the 
last couple years, she donated, there’s a Roberto Clemente museum in Pittsburgh. 
 
EL: Yeah, in Lawrenceville. 
 
NC: And my son, my oldest son, Matthew, is good friends with the photographer who 
runs that, and he took my parents on a tour, a private tour, and my mother donated her 
World Series bracelet to the museum. 
 
EL: Huh. 
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NC: And it’s there, in the museum. Yes, it was a very big deal.  My father wore the same 
shirt every day, and ate his cereal out of the same bowl and drank coffee out of the same 
cup. Nothing could be changed because that jeopardized the winning of the game.  
 
EL: And what was your mother, tell me about your mother. 
 
NC: My mother came from a very large Russian Jewish family, they all immigrated here 
from Pale Russia, a little town, Ciechanovtza.  And there were nine daughters in my 
grandmother’s family.  Her name was Miriam, she was known as Mamie.  And they were 
all talented in some way, seamstresses, knitters. My grandmother was a seamstress and 
made everything that my mother wore.  She however had rheumatic heart as a child and 
had a bad heart her whole life and shortly after they moved to Aliquippa, she died. 
 
EL: Did your mother, was it a shock at all to go from the Bronx to Aliquippa? 
 
NC: Oh yes.  Oh yes.  They went there for I don’t know how long before we were born, 
maybe a year or so, and then my mother so disliked Aliquippa they went back to New 
York where my father worked for a company there.  And they lived with her parents, 
where my brother was born, where I was born in a tiny apartment.  And then they moved 
to Bloomfield, New Jersey, and then he was offered a job in Aliquippa, and he decided to 
take it. 
 
EL: And she just had to deal with it. 
 
NC: And she had to deal with it. 
 
EL: What was it about that? 
 
NC: My mother kind of felt like a fish out of water. 
 
EL: Yeah. 
 
NC: She was outspoken, but I think a lot of her outspokenness and her bravado was really 
to cover the shyness that she felt inside.  She graduated from high school at sixteen, she 
was very, very bright.  She was just sixteen when she graduated, and she was kind of 
thrust into the world that she was unprepared for to work and help support her family.  
She had a younger brother who went to City College, fought, served in the Army during 
World War II, and it seems like the family resources went to the son getting educated 
while she helped support the family.  So she was actually pretty shy, and my parents 
really struggled to make a living, even initially when they opened up their store.  So she 
felt, she wasn’t real comfortable with a lot of the women that she was thrust into this 
circle with. 
 
EL: Yeah. 
 
NC: It took her many, many years to become more comfortable. 
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EL: Tell me about the store.  What did it look like? 
 
NC: It was fairly large because it was a wallpaper store originally, so very high ceilings.  
And the front of the store was cases of jewelry.  They added cases as they started 
business.  They had one employee besides my mother.  My brother and I heated tiles on 
the radiator, I had to be about four or five years old, to make them soft so that my parents 
could lay them on the floor and do the flooring on top of the tar, or whatever the 
substance was.  So it was very much a family business.  They worked very, very hard, 
seven days a week and nights.  And turned a profit their first year so they were good. 
 
EL: And was it, it started out with all those things or it started out just jewelry? 
 
NC: Oh no, I don’t remember.  I remember an umbrella, that’s why, I remember a round 
umbrella stand, which I was, my job as a little girl was to put the umbrellas in the slots.  
And that’s why I remember that, and I don’t remember much about, but eventually it was 
a wonderful business.  And anybody in the family, all my boyfriends, my husband-to-be, 
my brother’s girlfriends, everybody was drafted to work holiday times, and given a job 
they were comfortable with, whether it was costume jewelry or film or umbrellas or 
blenders, but you had a job.  And my maternal grandfather, who lived with us for a long 
time, was the cashier. He did everything in his head.  He added up the tape at the end of 
the evening. He was, and he had had polio as a child so he walked with a cane, and he 
was terrific.  And so there were the five of us in our nuclear family. 
 
EL: Huh.  What was your home like? 
 
NC: Oh it was terrific.  It was simple. 
 
EL: Yeah. 
 
NC: You know, they built a brand new home on the GI loan, it was, I think the interest 
rate then was four percent.  And they didn’t have any furniture in the house.  When I was 
eight years old the first piece of furniture that came into the living room was a piano for 
me.  And because my cousin, Carol had a piano and I just desperately wanted a piano.  
And I just remember kind of a, I thought every child lived like me.  I mean that’s what 
children do, they think every other house is like theirs.  We took lunches to school, or we 
came home for lunch. I took lunches during holiday time when both my parents were 
working.  And I, I didn’t know there was such a thing a Wonder bread or white bread or 
Italian salami until I went to junior high.  I thought everybody ate food like we ate in our 
house and yeah, it was a wonderful childhood.  I had an older brother, and I was the baby, 
and I was spoiled. 
 
EL: You said the GI loan, so your father served? 
 
NC: My father served right after, he enlisted right after World War, right after Pearl 
Harbor.  He enlisted on New Year’s Eve in what is now Indiantown Gap in Pennsylvania.  
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He said when he showed up people asked what are you doing here?  It’s New Year’s Eve.  
And he was told to report, and he never went overseas, he was kept here for various jobs.  
And his younger brother, Mel, my uncle Mel, who’s five years younger did serve 
overseas. 
 
EL: And made it back. 
 
NC: Mhm.  And my father, even in those years, helped support his family.  So it was 
really important for him, whatever he did, and he sent his earnings home. 
 
EL: Wow. 
 
NC: From the Army.  It was the Air Force, not the Army. 
 
EL: Was there a Jewish part of Aliquippa? 
 
NC: In our neighborhood, when we built, when my parents built their house is was called 
the DiMattia Plan.  And we were on the first street of DiMattia Plan, at that time the only 
Jewish home.  And then, do you want me to name the names of the families? 
 
EL: Mhm. 
 
NC: There were, around the corner there were the Sakols, there were the Olikers, there 
were the Wilkoffs, the Lebows, the Egers, and so there were about six, seven Jewish 
families in that whole area as a group.   
 
EL: So I think it might help to get a sense of Aliquippa.  It’s along the river.  It’s… 
 
NC: It’s a steel mill town. 
 
EL: Right. 
 
NC: J&L. 
 
EL: And the plan was laid out by the mill? 
 
NC: No, the play was laid out by, the last name was DiMattia, and he bought all this land 
that was right outside, about five minutes from downtown.  And cut down all the trees so 
it would be easy to build, and they just laid out streets and built. 
 
EL: Okay.  So did the Jews originally live in the town center and then move out to this... 
 
NC: Well there were quite a few Jewish families that I didn’t know, they were older. 
They lived downtown. 
 
EL: Okay. 
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NC: And so my parents were then one of the younger families moving in. So they kind of 
went to the outskirts of town because they wanted a house.  But we, and then, when I 
first, when I was really small, the synagogue was downtown Franklin Avenue, up on top 
of the hill.  And it was an all Orthodox synagogue. 
 
EL: Yeah. 
 
NC: And it was, and that’s where I first went to Sunday school. 
 
EL: What do you remember of that building? 
 
NC: I remember it being very old.  I remember sitting with my father at services because 
it was separated men and women, but he was allowed to take me.  I remember it being, 
the synagogue was upstairs, and it was very sweet. 
 
EL: Did they build that synagogue? 
 
NC: No. 
 
EL: So it was another building, it was something else. 
 
NC: And I don’t know what year it was, I really don’t remember, probably 1960 or so, 
maybe 1958 when they bought the lot and built a building in an area of Aliquippa that 
was flat where they built a lot of churches.  There was like a Serbian church, a Greek 
Orthodox church, and there was Aliquippa Jewish Community Center.  And I remember 
a little bit about it because I remember the men carrying the torahs from downtown 
Franklin Avenue and walking through the streets, which was, it had to be five, six miles, 
and carrying the torahs to the new synagogue which then became a Conservative 
synagogue. 
 
EL: That’s fascinating. 
 
NC: Rabbi Pritzker was the rabbi when we first started, and I only remember him because 
he was just so wonderful, lovely, lovely man.  And when we became a Conservative 
synagogue then there was a series of rabbis. 
 
EL: So none for very long. 
 
NC: I don’t remember them.  I remember my brother had his bar mitzvah in 1960, they 
had to hire a rabbi to come in for his bar mitzvah.  And he was taught by Meyer Block, 
who’s one of the elders in the community. 
 
EL: Was there a bat mitzvah? 
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NC: I was one of the first classes of bat, it was called bas mitzvah.  And I have my 
invitation in my bag.   
 
EL: And it was individualized or it was a class or a group. 
 
NC: There was a class.  And at the time there was a rabbi brought in, Rabbi Racz, I think 
it was R-A-C-Z.  He had a son, Peter.  And he was a concentration camp survivor.  And 
he came with his wife and one son, but he had lost a family prior to that.  He was a tough 
teacher.  And there was a class, but there weren’t very many of us.  I only had one Jewish 
female friend.  And the boys in the class, some of them stayed, some of them didn’t.  And 
then some of the girls were a little bit older.  But it was really the first class even though 
some of them were a little bit older.  First class of combined kids where we would learn 
what we needed to learn to have a bas mitzvah.  But a bas mitzvah then was for girls, 
Friday night only, not on Shabbat.  No torah was taken out, and it was when we were 
twelve, not thirteen. 
 
EL: And what would, was it a speech, would you read? 
 
NC: Oh no, we had to have torah. 
 
EL: Okay. 
 
NC: We did all the blessings, have torah, a speech, but there was no torah taken out.  So I 
guess it was the same, it was a torah reading that was going to be read the next day, but 
we weren’t allowed to do it on Saturday. 
 
EL: That’s interesting. 
 
NC: Mhm. 
 
EL: That’s interesting.  What was Jewish socializing like among children? 
 
NC: Uhm, well, when I was little, I had a best friend.  And she came from a big family, 
Sharon Rosen.  So it was fun.  And socializing, well, there was no, there was Hadassah 
which was very active and there was a very, very active Aliquippa Sisterhood.  And that 
was extent of our socializing, but the only club my parents ever belonged to was B’nai 
B’rith.  And the only thing I ever belonged to was BBG and there was AZA for the boys. 
 
EL: So talk a little bit about how that worked. 
 
NC: Well I don’t remember what age we went into BBG.  We had to be, I guess, over 
thirteen, because we traveled to Sharon, Farrell, Beaver Falls, and there were different 
conventions through the year and you would stay with different families that you didn’t 
know.  And I remember it happening in Aliquippa where I met a bunch of kids and my 
first love, I thought, at the time, from Beaver Falls.  I was never real, real comfortable 
with that.  I guess I was never, I’ve been like that my whole life, I was never really 
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comfortable just joining a group because they were formed for your benefit.  I preferred 
to choose my group on my own.  But it was interesting, you know, we had a president 
and vice president, we learned a little bit about structure and structure of meetings, and I 
guess that was kind of necessary and fun. 
 
EL: Yeah. 
 
NC: And most of the girls in our group, there was just Sharon and I our age, and the other 
girls were older.  I don’t remember anybody younger, at that time.  And I don’t know 
how long it really existed.  I don’t know.  My brother didn’t like it, he quit right away. 
 
EL: Huh.  You had mentioned there was one rabbi who was a concentration camp 
survivor. 
 
NC: Rabbi Racz. 
 
EL: And I’m curious when you became mentally aware of the Holocaust. 
 
NC: I was aware of it probably a little too young.  And I started reading at the library, and 
my father, I know, was not happy with some of the things I was bringing home to read 
because it probably did affect me in a negative way at the time.  He wanted me to 
understand the history but he didn’t want me to be so frightened by it. 
 
EL: What kinds of things were you reading? 
 
NC: I was reading, Primo Levi, I can’t even remember all the authors, and I was reading, 
I love Leon Uris, so I read, of course Exodus numerous times and Mila 18, which I 
absolutely loved.  I wanted that movie to be made and I wanted to be in it.  B’nai B’rith 
youth groups did enhance that, at our conventions they showed lots of films which was 
difficult to watch.  It wasn’t, they showed, after the war they showed the camps and it 
was really, really hard period for me, something that probably I’ve carried with me my 
whole life. 
 
EL: This was right when it was just starting to become part of the public understanding. 
 
NC: Mhm.  And my father wanted my brother and I to understand the history.  I mean he 
encountered a lot of anti-Semitism in Pittsburgh when he graduated from high school, as 
far as getting a job, in the service.  My mother less so because she came from such a big 
family and lived in New York City.  But he didn’t want us to really experience anti-
Semitism.  He wanted us to learn about it, but it didn’t want us to be hurt by it. 
 
EL: Did you experience it? 
 
NC: I really didn’t, but my brother did, a lot. 
 
EL: Why do you think that is? 
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NC: I think my brother was always protective of me and always kind of paved the way 
for me.  And of course education.  We lived in a mill town.  And the people on our street, 
a lot of boys, and he was real small, he didn’t really grow until he got a little older.  
When we were ten and thirteen we were almost the same size.  And he was really picked 
on.  His bike was thrown into the woods.  My father, I remember, got him weights so he 
could try to build himself up.  And you know, to this day he has an edge to him, nobody’s 
going to push him around too much or tell him what to do.  And it was, and teachers, too, 
my mother had to go to the school board.  In history class he was taught that the Jews 
killed Christ, and my mother went to the school and to the school board, I mean she was a 
fighter.  And she wanted a public apology from the teacher to my brother and school, 
which he got, but I don’t know what kind of an apology it was. 
 
EL: Yeah. 
 
NC: So I did not experience it, I don’t know why.  I always had my friends at the house 
for holidays.  Not necessarily to sit down at the table, but my mother was always baking 
and at home so they were exposed to a lot, just like I was exposed to their customs.  So, 
maybe on the girls side there was a little more respect and understanding than there was 
for the guys, who have a different way of proving themselves. 
 
EL: Was the Six Day War a big deal for your brother? 
 
NC: I don’t know, I don’t know.  But I can remember going with my parents, my father 
was a very strong Zionist, and so at our synagogue, any time there was a problem in 
Israel there were big meetings.  And everybody came and everybody gave.  And I wanted 
very much to go myself, and my father wouldn’t let me go because he was afraid I 
wouldn’t want to come back.  So as my high school graduation gift they took me. 
 
EL: How old were you? 
 
NC: Seventeen. 
 
EL: And what year was that? 
 
NC: 1968. 
 
EL: Wow.  What was it like then? 
 
NC: It was a year after the Six Day War, and it was a little, it wasn’t what I wanted but I 
was grateful to be there.  And I was very idealistic.  And we, I can remember our bus 
driver took us to the Golan Heights and places we weren’t really supposed to be because 
it hadn’t been cleaned out yet for mines and so on.  And I wanted to go to school there, I 
wanted to stay there.  And my father, the Zionist that he was, he really didn’t want me to 
do that. 
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EL: That’s really interesting. 
 
NC: He wanted me, he was worried about my safety. He wanted me home. 
 
EL: What was the appeal for you? 
 
NC: All of it.  The flag.  All of it. 
 
EL: Let’s go back to Aliquippa.  We talked a little bit about the Jewish families on your 
street, but we didn’t talk about Jewish businesses.  So aside from your father, what were 
some of the businesses that you remember? 
 
NC: There were lots of jewelry stores.  They did not like, I don’t know if I want to say a 
lot of this. 
 
EL: It’s up to you. 
 
NC: I think I’d rather not. 
 
EL: Okay. 
 
NC: There was a lot of ugliness. 
 
EL: Okay. 
 
NC: My father started, the only way he could compete at that time, he developed a code, 
a discount code, and the main people didn’t like that.  But there were also, the Wilcox 
had a wonderful ladies’ undergarments store.  And Olliker’s had a men’s store for ties 
and shirts and hats.  So, but there were quite a few jewelry stores, and other than that I 
can’t remember what other stores there were.  
 
EL: Shoe stores? 
 
NC: I don’t think so.  Oh yeah!  Jacob’s, Jacobson’s, sure. 
 
EL: Okay.  So you graduated in ’68. 
 
NC: I did. 
 
EL: And do you go to college after that? 
 
NC: I went to Ohio State. 
 
EL: Why Ohio State? 
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NC: Because Sharon Rosen was going to Ohio State.  And her sister, her older sister 
Eileen, lived there.  So we would have somebody, a contact there.  Because I, my mother 
had lots of friends, and our friend, Marcia Chamovitz, she wanted me to go to Skidmore, 
she wanted me to go to Sarah Lawrence.  And I was so intimidated by just the names of 
those places, I thought, I’ll never fit in there.  So I went with Sharon to Ohio State.   
 
EL: And then did you... 
 
NC: I transferred.  I stayed for two years, and after the Kent State killings, I transferred to 
Pitt.  And I went to Pitt, and I got my teaching degree and then went to graduate school at 
Pitt. 
 
EL: Just because you were nervous about them or just because, nervous about the 
shooting. 
 
NC: My parents didn’t want me to stay there. 
 
EL: Because of the incident. 
 
NC: Mhm.  They said, they bribed me.  They said if you come home and go to Pitt we’ll 
get you a car.  
 
EL: What kind of car was it? 
 
NC: They got me an orange super bug.  But right, that summer I went to Europe with my 
college roommate and we backpacked through Europe and took the Euro train and again, 
I was a princess.  My father you know, gave me this money and passes and said, you 
know, my friend, she’s still one of my best friends, she lives in Philadelphia, and she 
went on her own money that she earned.  I didn’t earn anything at that time.  And he said, 
if you have trouble, you just send me a letter or something, tell me and I’ll have stuff 
waiting for you.  And that’s what we did.  I’ll take care of both of you.  You asked me 
about my father. 
 
EL: Yeah. 
 
NC: My father led by example.  He was very nonjudgmental.  I could tell him anything.  
And he didn’t leap to away to try to fix it, or to counsel me, he just listened, we can talk 
about it.  And that was my father. 
 
EL: So why did you chose education when you went to Pitt? 
 
NC: I love teaching.  I was going to be a music major, because I did play piano actually 
from that first piano. I studied ‘til I was about almost sixteen.  And I wanted to be a 
teacher. I wanted to teach elementary school, and that’s what I did. 
 
EL: Where? 
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NC: I taught in Hopewell School District.  I had a couple of job offers in Pittsburgh, but I 
wanted to save my money.  And I lived at home and taught school and after two years I 
got married. 
 
EL: Hopewell is sort of related to Aliquippa isn’t it? 
 
NC: Well there’s Aliquippa in the middle, then there’s Center Township on one side, and 
Hopewell on the other. 
 
EL: So you’re teaching there, you’re living at home, and then you meet your husband. 
 
NC: Well I already met him, I met him in high school. 
 
EL: Okay. 
 
NC: I walked out of high school commencement with him.   I never thought I was going 
to marry him.  A. he wasn’t Jewish.  B. I never had other boyfriends.  And he asked me, I 
think when I was nineteen years old the first time, I think my response was my family 
will never accept that.  So we waited. 
 
EL: Because he was, because of your age or because he wasn’t Jewish? 
 
NC: Because he wasn’t Jewish. 
 
EL: So that was an issue. 
 
NC: Oh, it was an issue. 
 
EL: Why was it not for you? 
 
NC: It was an issue for me. 
 
EL: It was.  But love conquered? 
 
NC: Well, when we decided to get married, we just didn’t, we didn’t handle it very well.  
We went to see Rabbi Poupko, which was like the wrong place to start. And they got into 
this theological argument. 
 
EL: Rabbi Poupko and your husband? 
 
NC: Yes.  So that didn’t turn out too well.  And then I didn’t know what to do.  I was at 
Duquesne at the time in graduate school, I eventually transferred back to Pitt.  And I met 
a woman in one of my classes that said there was a rabbi that would marry us if he didn’t 
want to convert.  And his name is Emanuel Baum.  And we met with Emmanuel Baum, 
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who didn’t have such a great reputation, but we really liked him.  And we met with him 
over a series of maybe two months, and he married us. 
 
EL: And you said your husband was first generation?  Or he actually was an immigrant? 
 
NC: He’s, no, his mother, his father is from a little town due east of Rome, I’ve been 
there many times, in the mountains.  And his mother’s family is from the same town, but 
when they immigrated to the United States they couldn’t get into the United States, they 
landed up in Sudbury, Canada, where we were in the beginning of August to see some 
family. 
 
EL: Wow. 
 
NC: They’re all gone.  The only parent we have left is my mum. 
 
EL: So after you married you stayed in Aliquippa. 
 
NC: We did because I taught school.  And he got involved in the publishing business and 
then we were only there for two years.  We moved to Boston then to New York City. 
 
EL: When did you come back? 
 
NC: We came back here when I, we moved to Princeton, where my second child was 
born.  I wanted to raise my children closer to my parents if we could, so he started a new 
business and we came back here. 
 
EL: So you were talking about how you were intimidated about Sarah Lawrence, were 
you intimidated about Boston and New York and Princeton? 
 
NC: Not particularly, no. 
 
EL: By then you had… 
 
NC: Because I had a partner and I was older and wiser.  And I needed to mature.  I was a 
very sheltered, protected young lady.  And by everybody, my older brother, my parents, 
my husband.  And I needed to grow up. 
 
EL: So how many kids do you have? 
 
NC: I have three sons. 
 
EL: What are their names? 
 
NC: Matthew, Joshua, and Zachary. 
 
EL: So when do you move back to Aliquippa? 
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NC: When I came back to Aliquippa I had Matthew and Josh, while we figured out what 
we were going to do next we moved to Sewickley. 
 
EL: And that’s where you still are? 
 
NC: We still are, yeah. 
 
EL: Okay, so tell me a little bit about Aliquippa shrinking or merging. 
 
NC: Well, when I came back here with two kids there was no more Aliquippa synagogue. 
 
EL: At all? 
 
NC: I believe at that time it had already merged and the plaques, they had already 
transferred plaques here, so I had to decide what to do.  And I wanted to join where my 
parents were. 
 
EL: And there were here. 
 
NC: They were here.  And my brother came as well with his family. 
 
EL: What was this congregation like at that time? 
 
NC: It was fine.  It was nice, it was comfortable.  I liked the leadership here a lot at the 
time.  I liked the, I liked the knowledge that the leadership had. 
 
EL: About what? 
 
NC: Like Louis Zell.  They were real mentors for everybody. 
 
EL: Talk about Louis Zell.   
 
NC: Well, I just, he was just an exceptional human being because he had such los,s and 
he just moved on with joy. 
 
EL: And the loss was? 
 
NC: His families.  Members of his family.  When the, when Matthew was thirteen, 1993, 
he’s my eldest, we had a bar mitzvah for him.  And right after his bar mitzvah the 
congregation rented a bus, and there were, the bus was full, that was Rabbi Bell at the 
time, Shalom Bell, who was pretty much a kid himself.  He wasn’t married yet.  And we 
all went to the Holocaust Museum together.  Which I thought was just terrific, because 
here I was, there were three generations, there was my son, there was me, and my 
parents.  And I didn’t take my other children because they were too young.  And we all 
went on this bus with other congregational members to the Holocaust Museum.  And I 
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remember seeing Louis just standing there, there’s that wall with all those photos of 
families, it could be anybody’s families, yours, yours, anybody's.  And he just stood 
there.  Maybe searching for his own family.  And I just gained so much respect for him, 
and all that he had gone through in his life, and he never, in our knowledge, to us, he 
never looked back.  I’m sure he did. 
 
Gail Murray: He had been in the camps. 
 
EL: Did he ever talk about it? 
 
NC: No. 
 
GM: Was he Hungarian? 
 
NC: He was Hungarian, yeah.  So he was, his town was like Eli Wiesel in a way that he 
was one of the last countries that the Nazis invaded and shipped off to, I believe he went 
to Auschwitz.  He always wore long shirts because he had numbers.  And he was just a 
special human being.  Not just because of that, not just because of that. 
 
EL: Who are some of the other leaders that you remember? 
 
NC: I don’t, there, well let’s think.  Shalom Bell was a very good rabbi, he was very 
young.  And then we had Rabbi Kaminsky, who I really, really liked because she was so 
smart and wonderful.  And she started here the weekend before Josh was bar mitzvahed.  
She came to our house for dinner so she could meet Josh.  And I served a dairy dinner 
because I don’t keep kosher.  And the two of them, you would have thought that they had 
studied together for years.  It was just seamless.  And I really, she was here for ten years.  
So and my father was a leader, quietly.  But he wasn’t the leader to stand up at the 
podium and call people to the podium.  He was a leader in other ways. 
 
NC: Was this building here when you came? 
 
EL: Okay.  So they had already built. 
 
NC: Oh yeah.  I came here with two children in Sunday school here.  I taught Sunday 
school here, only for a year.  It really wasn’t my thing, it was okay.  I taught Matthew’s 
class.  And then I can’t remember the rabbi that came after, we’ve gone through a series 
of rabbis. 
 
GW: Rabbi Anna. 
 
NC: Yeah, Anna, and somebody after her. 
 
GW: Stephanie. 
 
NC: Yeah, you’re right. Thank you. 
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GW: We don’t say their last names, I can’t quite remember Anna’s last name. 
 
NC: I’m sure I’m missing some things you’d like to... 
 
EL: I want to know the similarities and differences between how you were raised and 
how your children were raised. 
 
NC: I was raised, we didn’t celebrate all the holidays.  But we didn’t even build a 
Sukkah, that my father, when he was born, when he was raised that was all part of his 
life, but all holidays were important.  My father closed the store.  There was no money 
passed.  And then when I raised my children, well, for a good part of the years, when they 
were young we still celebrated Rosh Hashanah for two days.  We took them out of 
school, they never had perfect attendance.  So it wasn’t until they became teenagers 
maybe and school became harder, that we would pick a day that they would miss.  Maybe 
Yom Kippur and they would go to school Rosh Hashanah, or for, we would celebrate one 
day of Rosh Hashanah instead of two.  But we still celebrate all together as a family.  My 
brother has six kids and six grandchildren and we have, everybody comes, I mean their 
coming Sunday morning for Rosh Hashanah brunch.  So we still mark all those holidays, 
but it’s High Holidays, it’s Hanukkah, it’s Pesach, which I do at my house.  And I guess 
we don’t mark the minor holidays, Purim. 
 
EL: What about just generally being Jewish? 
 
NC: Oh yeah.   
 
EL: Was it different for them, for your children, than for you? 
 
NC: Not so much, not so much.  Because I think they would tell you, being Jewish gives 
you a certain way of thinking about so many things, not just about family and food, about 
politics, this is what I think they would say.  About different choices that they’ve made 
through life, about charities that they donate to.  Yeah, I think that, I think that they have 
a real strong heritage as well as an Italian heritage on the other side.  Do you understand 
me?  They speak Italian. 
 
EL: Really? 
 
NC: They read Hebrew.  But that has nothing to do with religion. That just has to do with 
their culture. 
 
EL: What do you think the future of this, this institution will be? 
 
NC: This particular building? 
 
EL: This congregation. 
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NC: I don’t know.  I feel a little better about it today than I did maybe a few years ago.  I 
have mixed feelings myself.  My son, Joshua, loves to go to shul.  He’ll go to Tree of 
Life. 
 
EL: In Squirrel Hill? 
 
NC: Mhm. He’ll come one day with me here.  And then he’ll say, “Mum, will you come 
with me to Tree of Life?”  He’s not yet a member though, he’ll go to different shuls and 
see what he likes.  But for him, it brings, it’s what he needs to complete him.  The 
melodies, the words, it’s good for him.  And my youngest, Zachary, it’s somewhat the 
same thing, for him, he’s a real musician, so for him it’s also about the music.  For my 
eldest, I’m not sure.  It just, you know, I’ve always taught them, this is your education.  
When you get older you’ll live your life and make your own choices, but you’ll have a 
foundation on which to make those choices.  And this is who you are.  And don’t forget 
who you are. 
 
EL: Would they ever live in a small town, do you think? 
 
NC: Maybe, I don’t know.  They all live in the city now, they like it.  And they like to 
come home, so I don’t know.  Being Jewish and living in a small town is often not easy.  
And I, it just isn’t.  I remember at Aliquippa, we had, B’nai B’rith Girls, we had panels of 
discussions and brought in people, kids from Pittsburgh and other small towns, Beaver 
County.  One of the questions, one of the things I noticed then, as a young lady then, 
probably a young teenager, is that those who came from the cities didn’t have to give 
much thought to their identity because they were immersed in it. And so they didn’t have 
to make those personal choices, they didn’t really choose, it was chosen for them.  And 
those from small towns really need to choose, because it’s not so easy.  They’re not 
immersed in that unless they have it at home, which I’ve tried to do.  But it’s not always 
an easy choice. 
 
EL: That’s very interesting.  Do you have anything you want to ask? 
 
GM:  Is the old synagogue still there, the first? 
 
NC: No. 
 
GM: Torn down? 
 
NC: It went, I think eventually it became a Baptist church. 
 
GM: Oh. 
 
NC: And the last time I looked, it’s on the third hill above Franklin Avenue, it’s been 
years since I’ve been up there, I think it burned down. 
 
GM: Okay. 
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NC: I don’t think it’s there. 
 
GM: Did you know Mr. Karp? 
 
NC: Oh sure.  Ellis Karp, Harry Karp? 
 
GM: Yeah. 
 
NC: Harry Karp and my mother were very good friends.  I knew, I knew Sam, whose old, 
whose much older than my brother, and and Johnny, sure.  I grew up with Johnny in 
Sunday school. 
 
GM:  He told me a story once about smuggling weapons through the Pittsburgh airport. 
 
NC: Who, Sam?  John? 
 
GM: Um, Mr. Karp, Ellis. 
 
NC: Ellis? 
 
GM: Yeah, he was, he was on his deathbed practically when he told me. 
 
NC: I have no idea. 
 
GM: I just don’t know.... 
 
NC: He worked in hospital administration, so I have no idea what he, I don’t know, I 
don’t know.  Guns to ship to Israel? 
 
GM: Yeah. 
 
NC: Yeah, I have no idea. 
 
GM: Okay.  He said it was the Brotherhood that was doing it. 
 
NC: Possibly. 
 
GM: Maybe it wasn’t true. 
 
NC: I wouldn’t know that. 
 
GM: Okay. 
 
NC: And there’s no one left to ask except Sam, and he lives in California. 
 



Transcription of Interview with Nancy Ciccone 
Page 21 of 21 

GM: Oh, the oldest son? 
 
NC: Mhm. 
 
GM: Interesting, okay.  And I’ll say, Nancy goes to synagogues all over the world when 
she travels. 
 
NC: Well, when we travel we always go to a synagogue.  Not necessarily to pray, but we 
want to see what it’s like.  For example, my husband was in Florence on a publishing 
project years ago with my brother.  He went to the synagogue there which is a really 
beautiful Spanish Moorish synagogue.  Have you ever seen it? 
 
EL: No. 
 
NC: It’s really a lovely building.  And then there’s a new building adjacent to it that 
houses their Sunday school and Hebrew school, et cetera, and you have to go through a 
guard to get in.  But he noticed on the seats that there were plaques honoring different 
people.  And I don’t remember the name, but one of the plaques honors somebody in 
Pittsburgh that he knew!  So he had to come back and tell me, so that’s what I did for my 
father.  And I did it for my father and he was alive, because I wanted it in honor of him 
not in memory. 
 
EL: That’s nice. 
 
NC: Yeah.  And he sat in the same seat all the time.  Third row, third seat from the right.  
So there it is there. 
 
EL: Alright, well thank you so much. 
 
NC: Thank you, thank you.  I hope I answered what you were looking for. 
 
EL: Absolutely. 
 
END OF INTERVIEW 


